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Sometimes I feel Motivatii

like I do not
understand
my students...

"The places they
[rural people]

live are 'moral
communities that
carry meanings about
the quality of life

that they feel is
right." (pg 16, The
Left Behind)

This is true.

In Greenville,

it is important

that people help

out in the community.
The church and

the school are
important buildings
in local culture.




Each rural community
has its own unique
problems but some

of the common ones are:

- Population decline
* An aging population
*Teenage Pregnancy
and High School
Drop-out rates
- Access to Healthcare
*Brain Drain (for more
information on this
topic see Hollowing
out the Middle)
+ Drugs
- Demoralization
- Few Jobs
*Cultural Threats

Wuthnow complicates the idea that
rural populations are declining, but
he does not complicate the other

problems that impact rural
communities.

Every community is different and
has different problems.

According to Wuthnow

ny ‘, rural communities need both

e A ' local charities and

T - government help. These

_ ‘ communities also need to
; = create and sustain local

businesses.

Oh! Hi Mrs. Garcia!
Hi Julia! See you in
class tomorrow

Hi Ms. Urban!
Have a good

This might help address
the economic problems
that these communities
face.



This is too much of a generalization. Not everyone in
rural communities believes these things. Even if they are
the majority, people's opinions and beliefs are
more complicated
than he leads the
reader to believe.

People in rural communities
have lost faith in the federal
government.

Wuthnow then
paints a grim

picture of Rural
America:

|

According to him, rural communities
are racist, homophobic,

islamaphobic, anti-immigrant,

and misogynist.

| liked how he focused on
how rural communities
are supposed to be
benevolent, loving places.

Why didn't he include
the voices and opinions of
people who identify with
racial and ethnic minorites,
members of the LGBTQ+
community, immigrants, or
people who are not Christian.

| think most U.S.
citizens feel like the
government ignores
them, regardless of
where they fall on
the political
spectrum.

It is important to understand the community that a teacher is a part of, but that does not mean that we
have to excuse and justify xenophobia.

Please read The Left Behind: Decline and Rage in Rural America, and make up your own mind.

by hiana Gancia- Caseant (2019)



Book Discvssed!

Wuthnow, R. (2018). The Left Behind: Decline and Rage in
Rural America. Princeton & Oxford: Princeton University Press.

FURTHER READINGS

Another Book on this topic!
Hochschild, A. R. (2016). Strangers in their own land: anger and

mourning on the American right. New York: The New Press.

This book is best summarized with the following narrative
developed by Hochschild.

If we imagine that everyone spends their life, waiting in line for
their chance at the “American Dream” - slowly working towards
attaining it - and then they see that some people are given the chance
to cut in line. This is how some white Americans feel about social
programs that were developed to help mitigate the structural
oppression experienced by minority groups in the United States.
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